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BATH: Comedian Charlie Higson
will open an art exhibition in Bath
later this month.

Ancient Landscapes, Pastoral
Visions will run at the Victoria Art
Gallery from July 26, with the Fast
Show star opening the exhibition
on the night of July 25.

The exhibition will be shown in
two parts. The first runs until
September 7 and the second from
September 13 to October 19.

It traces the impact of Samuel
Palmer’s visionary idylls on the
development of landscape
painting in the post-First World
War era.

The title, chosen by curator Dr
Anne Anderson, reflects two
intertwining themes – Ancient
Landscapes and Pastoral Visions.

Starting with Palmer and William
Blake in part one, the themes
cover ancient landscapes, trees,
the Gothic, the traveller and
nocturnes.

Featured artists include Henry
Moore, Paul Nash, Stanley
Spencer and Graham Sutherland.

Landmarks such as Stonehenge,
Avebury, Silbury Hill and the White
Horse at Uffington are depicted by
artists Paul Nash, John Piper and
David Inshaw.

The story continues in part two
with the Brotherhood of Ruralists,
a back-to-nature group of painters
founded at Wellow in 1975 by
Peter Blake.

Comic opens
exhibition

BATH: One of Britain’s
best-loved actors has uncovered
the riches-to-rags story of his
Bath-based ancestors.

During a family history fair
hosted by the BBC’s Who Do You
Think You Are?, Blackadder star
Tony Robinson discovered his
great-great-grandmother Frances
Villiers was born in the city in the
1820s.

Her wealthy family lived in The
Vineyards at The Paragon. But
they fell on hard times when her
surgeon father was made
bankrupt and his children were
forced to take low-paid jobs.

Frances married Thomas
Corduroy, a mattress maker in
east London, and they raised a
large family, moving around the
poorest areas of the city.

Their oldest son died of TB and
exhaustion, aged 39, in 1901.

After the revelations Tony
Robinson, who is also known from
Channel 4’s Time Team, said: “I
am amazed to learn all this about
my family and am cheered by the
wealthy connections I never knew
I had.”
■ Visit www.batharchives.co.uk.

Shock for Tony

B&NES: Council chiefs in Bath
and north east Somerset are to
investigate how to soften the blow
caused by post office cuts.

Nine branches are earmarked
for closure under the latest
proposals by Post Office Ltd –
Bathford, Claremont, Clandown,
East Harptree, Farmborough,
Marksbury, Newton St Loe, Park
Estate, Keynsham, and
Southgate.

As many are in rural areas
without alternative facilities, the
council’s cabinet is keen to find
out how the customer services
arm of its Council Connect link
can help safeguard branches.

The service already enables
council tax payers to pay over the
counter at the post office, collects
garden waste sacks and used
cardboard from some
participating branches, and
directs customers who need post
office services to the right place.

Meanwhile, Bath Postal
Museum is scheduled to be
featured on The One Show at
7pm tonight following a visit by
presenter Gyles Brandreth.

Postal concern

A local radio station could return to
Bath after moving its studios to
Wiltshire in October.
Bath FM, now based in Wootton
Bassett, has been sold by parent
company The Local Radio Company
(TLRC) and new owner Laser
Broadcasting is keen to bring it
back to Bath.
Laser bought the city station along
with Brunel FM and Warminster-
based broadcaster 3TR when TLRC
moved to get rid of loss-making
stations.
Laser Broadcasting bosses met
staff at Bath FM, which still has
sales and other staff at premises in
Weston, on Friday. Operations
director Stuart Linnell said there
were no plans for job losses.
Mr Linnell said: “We became
aware they could be available and
expressed an interest.
“As with any business purchase,
we looked at the figures behind the
company and we took the view that
we could improve the performance
of these stations.
“In Bath the station has not been
as closely involved with the
community as it might have been.
“It is quite likely that we will
be relocating the studios back to
Bath.”

Rupert Hall
r.hall@bathchron.co.uk

Art project
pioneers
are pig sick
of vandals

Vandals in Bath are threatening
to make a pig’s ear of a public
arts project designed to celebrate
the city’s founding father.
Dozens of fibreglass pigs have
been introduced to Bath’s streets
and parks since April to
commemorate King Bladud who,
according to legend, was the first
to discover the healing powers of
the city’s natural hot springs.
But over the past two months
vandals have caused thousands of
pounds of damage to more than
15 of the models.
On Saturday, two teenage girls
were caught on a CCTV camera
apparently trying to breaking the
tongue off one of the latest pigs,
known as Swinehound, in
Camden.
Pigs have also been stolen,
including a model decorated by
youngsters at Radstock Youth
Centre, and another named
Piggery which was dragged from
Royal Avenue and dumped in
woods.
The King Bladud’s Pigs project
aims to have 100 pigs in streets
and parks in the city and
surrounding areas. Each model is
sponsored by a business to the
tune of £1,000 and personalised
by an artist of their choosing.
There are now 88 in place and
project organisers are calling on
people to report vandalism and
discourage anyone seen causing
damage.

Project event manager Justin
Braithwaite said the sculptures
were strong enough to take the
weight of an adult but organisers
did not expect “wilful damage”.
He said: “It’s very dispiriting
that this happens in our city,
when similar displays in other
cities in Europe have no such
problems.
“We want to get the last few pigs
out on display but find ourselves
distracted by rescue and repair
work.”
The project team is now in close
touch with police who have
agreed to keep a close eye on
CCTV footage and spread
awareness among officers and
community support staff.
A police spokesman said:

“Police have been informed about
a handful of incidents where
damage has been caused to the
pig sculptures in Bath.
“Officers have conducted
house-to-house inquiries as part
of their attempt to identify the
offenders. It is unlikely that any
of the offences are linked.”
Meanwhile, the latest additions
have set up home in the city’s
most exclusive address.
Corsham-based artist Paul
Dabson has created two new pig
sculptures in the Royal Crescent
which bear the faces of famous
men and women linked to the
city. The male pig ‘Bath Chaps’,
which is sponsored by Zest
Concierge, features socialite
Beau Nash, astronomer William

Herschel, entrepreneur Ralph
Allen, actor Johnny Depp and MP
Don Foster.
Mr Dabson has also designed
‘Bath Belles’ which features the
faces of female athletes, actresses
and authors including Jane
Austen, Mary Shelley, Sarah
Siddons and Jennifer Biddall.
Bath Belles is currently without
a sponsor but a group of Royal
Crescent residents is looking to
club together to back it.
Project organisers have also
published an A3-sized guide with
a map listing the locations of
each pig. The maps are available
for £1 at the tourist information
centre in Kingston Parade, Bath
Abbey shop and at Bath Aqua
Glass in Orange Grove.
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THE WHOLE HOG: project pioneer Gitte Dawson holds one of the pig trail maps with, at back from left, Paul Dabson, Sue
Yates-Price, Justin Braithwaite, Megan Witty and Wendy Learoyd, sponsor of the Bath Chaps pig PICTURE: Kevin Fern

City return
for radio
station?

■ Television viewers in Bath will be
going digital by June 2010.
Digital UK, the body in charge of
converting the switch-over from
analogue to digital television, has
confirmed analogue broadcasts in
the area will be replaced by
free-to-air digital TV and radio
services in the next two years.
Viewers can check whether they
are able to receive digital signals
already by visiting the website
www.digitaluk.co.uk or calling
08456 50 50 50.

A delegation of international experts
is likely to visit Bath to look at the
impact of two key developments on
the city’s World Heritage status.
The timing of any visit will be cru-
cial to the future of a £56 million
pioneering school planned by entre-
preneur Sir James Dyson.
Council chiefs are expecting that
the body which oversees World Her-
itage Sites – which is currently meet-
ing in Canada – will decide to send an
inspection delegation to Bath.
They also expect the body, the Un-
esco World Heritage Committee, to
ask for a delay on any decision on
whether the Dyson School of Design
Innovation, planned for SouthQuays,
should be permitted.
The Unesco inspectors will also
look at the likely impact of the West-
ern Riverside development and at the
state of Bath’s buildings generally.
The vacuum cleaner millionaire’s
Dyson Foundation has already ex-
pressed its frustration at a likely
delay in its scheme to encourage the
next generation of engineers.
Local Government Minister Baron-
ess Andrews has asked for more time
to consider whether to rubberstamp
the planning approval for the school
given by Bath and North East Somer-
set Council earlier this year.
The school has already slipped one
year because of controversy over its
design andworries over flood risks at
its riverside site, and the foundation
is concerned that its fundings part-
ners may lose patience and withdraw

their money if the scheme is delayed
still further.
Council leader Cllr Francine Hae-
berling said the authority welcomed
the chance to prove the strength of its
concern for heritage issues to Unesco
on what the council was billing a
routine visit.
“They would be able to view at first
hand the high regard the council has
for theWorldHeritage Sitewithin the
context of regenerating the city,” she
said.
“Theviewof theGovernment is that
Bath Western Riverside and our oth-
er developments are considered con-
sistent with our World Heritage Site
status. The council regards World
Heritage Site status as an inspiration
for our future, not a constraint.”
It will be up to the Government to
decide whether to fall in line with the
expected Unesco request for a hold to
be put on planning permission.

The move comes as a Bath land-
mark which is currently up for sale
has been put on an official at-risk
list.
GovernmentwatchdogEnglishHer-
itage this week launched its 2008 Her-
itage At Risk report, which lists
buildings and other sensitive sites in
need of attention.
The latest report develops the
theme of English Heritage’s previous
Buildings At Risk documents.
Two sites in Bath have been added
to the organisation’s list – the 19th-
century Cleveland Baths at Hampton
Row in Bath and the Royal Crescent
lawn railings.
The Grade II-starred listed baths
date from 1815 and are believed to be
the oldest surviving public outdoor
swimming pools in the country.
They have recently been put on the
market by owner Bath and North
East Somerset Council having closed
in 1984.
A feasibility studywas completed in
March 2006 for the Cleveland Pool
Trust, a charity which is keen to
reopen the building as a lido.
AnnDunlop, of the group,welcomed
the English Heritage move: “We
asked for this last year so as far as we
are concerned it is great news.
B&NESCouncil has consistently neg-
lected the pools, particularly over the
past four years.”
A council spokesman said the baths
complex was “an attractive property
with a fascinating and unusual
former use”.
The early 19th-century railings
form the boundary between Royal
Crescent and its lawn. Both the rail-
ings and their stones bases are in
poor condition and deteriorating.

Cath Foster
and Paul Wiltshire
c.foster@bathchron.co.uk

Heritage experts likely
to inspect city schemes

SCHOOL HOLD-UP: James Dyson


