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A public art scheme that will see 100
life-size pig sculptures dotted around
Bath is receiving support from all
corners of the city.
Groups of traders are uniting to
sponsor the King Bladud’s Pigs in
Bath art initiative.
The scheme, to be launched form-
ally on May 19 at the Roman Baths,
has also secured the formal backing
of Bath and North East Somerset
Council.
David Lawrence, the council’s as-
sistant director for tourism, leisure
and culture, said: “We are delighted
to be associated with a schemewhich
brings art to Bath’s public spaces and
seems to have caught the imagin-
ation of the whole community from
large organisations to local schools
and traders.”
At theweekend, young choristers at
Bath Abbey swapped their cassocks
for overalls as they painted a sculp-
ture of a pig.
The children from Bath Abbey
joined local artist Annette Smith to
decorate their pretty porker in St
Alphege’s Chapel.
The artist opted to design the ab-
bey’s pig so it resembled stainedglass
and the youngsters were asked to add
their own motifs on the theme of
water.
Elsewhere, two blank pigs have
been allocated to youth groups to
decorate and a thirdwill take pride of
place in the Roman Baths. The coun-
cil is also working with organisers to
produce a Pig Trail map for residents
and visitors to follow.
Traders in Walcot Street, Wid-
combe Parade, Margaret’s Buildings,
Abbey Green andMoorland Road are
already painting their own pigs.
Pig-loving groups in John Street,
Bartlett Street, North Parade Pas-
sage, the Guildhall Market and
Larkhall are also being formed.
Organiser Justin Braithwaite said:
“Despite the difficult trading con-
ditions, these businesses have recog-

nised the contribution public art can
make through increased footfall.
“They will no doubt inspire others
and it is good to see their entre-
preneurial spirit at work well ahead
of many of the bigger stores who are
only justwaking up to the potential of
this event.”
Residents and traders in the Julian
Road area have gone one step further
by sponsoring two community pigs

and arranging a Pig Party, which will
be open to the public, on Sunday from
5pm-8pm at the Marlborough Tav-
ern.
The pigs Barking Mad and Velocity
Pig, created by Mark Lovegrove, of
Evolution-Creative, and Andrew
Legg of Bodywork Ltd respectively,
will make their first public appear-
ance.
Other attractions will include a

pork barbecue and a children’s pig
decorating competition.
Artist Al Greenall will be across the
roadat theKingBladud’sPigs inBath
workshop working on his designs for
the Margaret’s Buildings sculpture.
A 3,000-year-old legend tells how
King Bladud founded the city after
discovering the healing powers of its
hot springwaters while walkingwith
his swine.

Friends united for charity walk to honour their loved ones

Community spirit is making pig
art project the pork of the town
Tom Bradshaw
t.bradshaw@bathchron.co.uk

A group of charity trekkers is
hitting the road this weekend in
the hope of raising more than
£1,000 for two good causes.
The five friends, who all work
as managers for the Ministry of
Defence in Bath and Bristol, are
bracing themselves for heavy
rain when they take on the
15-mile walk in aid of Cancer

Research and Leukaemia
Research on Saturday.
Melanie Harrill, Louise Owles,
Karen Knight, Sarah Ashton and
Nicola Hembrough will be setting
off on their 15-mile trek from the
Griffin Inn, in Bridgeyate.
Each of the women has had
relatives who have suffered from
cancer or leukaemia, including

Mrs Harrill, whose father-in-law
died four years ago.
The 46-year-old mother-of-one,
who is health and safety manager
for the MoD in Bath, said: “We’ve
all known somebody who has
been affected by cancer and
leukaemia and we thought the
walk would be a good idea.
“I kept saying I would do

something like this after my
father-in-law died and this was
the ideal opportunity.”
Funds generated by the walk
will be split evenly between the
two charities.
The walkers are still collecting
sponsorship. To make a donation
contact Melanie Harrill on 01225
468293.

Bath Spa University has had its
safety record recognised by a
leading safety watchdog.
The university has won a gold
medal from the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) in
the organisation’s Occupational
Health and Safety Awards.
The Newton Park university was
judged on a detailed account of its
health and safety management
systems, as well as recent initiatives
and improvements.
The university held a safety
seminar for its contractors last year
and launched a special safety card,
which is issued to each contractor
while they are on the institution’s
premises.
Every new student is also provided
with his or her own safety card,
which gives information on
emergency procedures.
The gold medal is presented only
to organisations which have
achieved a RoSPA gold award for the
previous four years.
University health, safety and
environment adviser Warren Cole
said: “We are delighted to have been
awarded the RoSPA gold medal.
“The award recognises the success
of our initiatives in reducing the
number of accidents and cases of ill
health in the university, and the
effectiveness of our safety
management systems.”

People in flats are recycling more
thanks to the success of a council
project.
Bath and North East Somerset
Council has been involved in a
scheme to raise awareness of the
facilities for people living in flats,
shared houses and university
accommodation to recycle their
waste.
The project, which ran from
September 2006 to February this
year, was funded by the Waste and
Resources Action Programme.
The number of people in flats who
say they are now using mini
recycling centres at their
accommodation has increased by
more than 28 per cent.
In January and February this year,
the council collected more waste put
out for recycling at such centres
than it had in the period from
January to March last year – a
figure of 622 tonnes compared to 554
tonnes.
The number of people in flats
using the council’s weekly green
box recycling collection service has
also risen.
Cllr Charles Gerrish, cabinet
member for customer services, said:
“It is great news that the amount
being recycled is increasing every
year as more and more people
realise how important it is.
“We’d like to pass on a big thank
you to the people of Bath and North
East Somerset for their continued
efforts to help reduce the amount of
rubbish we have to send to landfill.”
To find out more about recycling
services contact 01225 394041, email
councilconnect@bathnes.gov.uk or
see the council’s website
www.bathnes.gov.uk/wasteservices.

A REAL CRACKLER: hoping to join the
ranks of the great artists such as
Pig-asso and Pig-alle, members of Bath
Abbey’s choirs get to work on their
swine. Pictured from left are abbey
artist Annette Smith, Rosemary
Chamberlain and Beth Garner

Residents go
flat out in a
bid to recycle

University’s
golden touch

Fire crews were called to a nappy
cleaning warehouse after staff
reported a small fire in a tumble
dryer.
Two firemen entered the Dinky Di-
apersCottonNappyLaundryService,
in Wellsway, Keynsham, at 5pm on
Monday.
They put out the fire using a high
pressure hose reel.
The property suffered smoke dam-
age.

Drier fire call

WAY TO DO IT: pals
from the MOD in
Bath in training for
their 15-mile walk
in aid of Cancer
Research and
Leukaemia
Research. Pictured
are Louise Owles,
Nicola Hembrough,
Karen Knight and
Melanie Harrill
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